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NESA CONFERENCE SCHEDULE


March 31-April 3, 2005 — Polat Renaissance Hotel, Istanbul, Turkey
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8:30-10:00	PLENARY SESSION





Welcome to Delegates


HON. DR. DAVID ARNETT, Consul General, US Embassy, Istanbul


BEATRICE CAMERON, Regional Education Officer, Office of Overseas Schools, US Department of State


LIVINGSTON MERCHANT, Headmaster, Robert College of Istanbul, Turkey


BRENT MUTSCH, President, NESA Board of Directors; Superintendent, Saudi Aramco Schools, Saudi Arabia


DAVID CHOJNACKI, Executive Director, NESA, Athens, Greece





Keynote Presentation — IAN JUKES





Understanding Digital Kids: Teaching and Learning in the New Digital Landscape


For most of today's kids—part of the Instant Messenger (IM) Generation who are growing up in a global digitally networked landscape—there's never been a time when such technologies haven't existed. They are, what Marc Prensky calls "digital natives" operating at "twitch speed". Meanwhile, many of us, having grown up in a relatively low-tech, stable, and predictable world, are at best "digital immigrants”. This presentation examines the new digital landscape and the profound implications it holds for the future of education. What does the latest neuroscientific and psychological research tell us about the role of intense and frequent experiences on the brain, particularly the young and impressionable brain? How are these experiences wiring and shaping their cognitive processes? More important, what are the implications of the new digital landscape for teaching and learning? How can we reconcile these new developments with current instructional practices in a climate of accountability and testing for all? Prepare to have your assumptions about children and how they learn severely challenged. . .








10:00-10:30 COFFEE BREAK sponsored by ATLAS CURRICULUM MANAGEMENT and RUBICON INTERNATIONAL





10:30-12:00	THURSDAY THREE-HOUR INSTITUTES — Session 1





INSTITUTE #5: Learning with the Brain in Mind — JOHN JOSEPH


This extraordinary presentation will take you on a virtual tour of the human brain with amazing graphics and a riveting commentary on how people learn. You will examine the latest research into learning and its implications for the schooling sectors.





12:00-1:00	LUNCH





1:00-2:30	THURSDAY THREE-HOUR INSTITUTES — Session 2


INSTITUTE #5: Learning with the Brain in Mind — JOHN JOSEPH





2:30-3:00	COFFEE BREAK








3:00-4:00	TEACHER WORKSHOPS, session 1





Give Them Time to Think About Thinking!, 6-10


This presentation will look at the current educational debate regarding the placement of Thinking Skills in the curriculum. There will be practical activities, as well as an opportunity for discussion and the sharing of good practices. MARGARET HALICIOGLU, Robert College of Istanbul, Turkey





4:15-5:15	TEACHER WORKSHOPS, session 2





Introduction to Brain Gym: Learn to Move, Move to Learn, All Levels


Brain Gym involves a process of simple movements that stimulates the brain and activates the senses for whole brain thinking and improved learning. On completion of the workshop, you will have a better understanding of: *How a brain works, *Why movement is so important, *How to use Brain Gym in the classroom. Learn specific movements used to improve reading, writing, spelling and math skills. REN RYNNE, American International School-Riyadh, Saudi Arabia





7:00pm	WELCOME RECEPTION — Dinner at “Kumkapi”


Buses will depart from the Polat Renaissance Hotel
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8:30-9:30	PLENARY SESSION





Keynote Presentation — RUSSELL QUAGLIA


Understanding Student Aspirations: Enhancing the Learning Environment


This keynote presentation will describe the dynamic nature of student aspirations and discuss eight conditions in schools that affect aspirations. Dr Quaglia will share the conditions that need to be in place so that every student, regardless of age or background, can reach his/her fullest potential. His presentation will have implications regarding how schools are organized, the role of educators, and how we assess students. It will also provide an understanding of how student aspirations can be used proactively in school reform initiatives designed to increase academic standards and in the overall development of healthy, productive citizens.





9:45-11:15	SPECIALIST SESSION 1





Learning Styles with the Brain in Mind — JOHN JOSEPH


John Joseph has developed an electronic tool to ascertain the learning styles and associated teaching strategies for every student you are ever likely to teach. This wonderfully practical session, full of humorous anecdotes, guides participants through ways to teach students about learning styles by understanding how their brains actually perceive and process information.





11:15-11:45	  REFRESHMENT BREAK





11:45-12:45	TEACHER WORKSHOPS, session 3





Adobe Photoshop for English Teachers: Using Adobe Photoshop to Enhance Student Projects, MS/HS


Student projects don’t need to look like "student work" anymore. Using some simple Photoshop techniques, students can create projects that rival the work of professional graphic artists. Although applicable to many disciplines, this workshop will focus on the use of Adobe Photoshop in the English classroom. JAY KUHLMANN, American Community School, Amman, Jordan





Games in the Classroom, 3-12


Discover ways to modify and use simple games to add variety and make learning fun. Learn how to use games to review and practice concepts and to encourage reluctant learners to participate in a game setting while practicing a skill. This is a hands-on workshop. Come and join the fun! LUCY GRAHAM, The Universal American School, Khaldiya, Kuwait





FREE AFTERNOON & EVENING TO EXPLORE ISTANBUL!
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8:30-10:00	PLENARY SESSION





NESA Awards Presentation


Stanley Haas/Luke Hansen Student Award Winner:


ZOE MATZA, The Walworth Barbour American Int’l School in Israel


Kfar Shmaryahu, Israel





2005 NESA Call for Papers Winner:


MARY OPALENIK, American Community School at Beirut, Lebanon





Keynote Presentation — FRAN PROLMAN





The Power and Passion in Education


This presentation will validate the role of the teacher in the classroom as the single most important factor in the learning life of children. Given the complexity of the teaching profession, it is critical to raise our consciousness through a strong knowledge base for teaching, the need to learn and support each other through collegial structures, and to acknowledge the exceptional learning influence that we have. Dr Prolman will highlight these ideas, supported by research, examples and humor.





10:00-10:30	COFFEE BREAK





10:30-12:00	SATURDAY THREE-HOUR INSTITUTES, Session 1





INSTITUTE #13: Part 1: Blackboard Exemplars —�BARBARA DENT & SUSAN BEASLEY


Now that you have a Blackboard course, what do you do with it? This session will take a look at some of the creative uses of Blackboard.com from the Fairfax County Public School system. We will share examples of elementary, middle and high school courses, as well as courses designed for professional development.





12:00-1:00	LUNCH





1:00-2:30	SATURDAY THREE-HOUR INSTITUTES, session 2





INSTITUTE #13: Part 2: Blackboard Tips and Tricks —�BARBARA DENT & SUSAN BEASLEY


Ever wondered how to post a picture into a Blackboard discussion board so your students could discuss it online? Want to import your website into Blackboard? This session will look at some ways to enhance your Blackboard course and make life easier for you. We will also explore linking to content on a CD-ROM, uploading multiple test questions at one time and organizing the gradebook.





2:30-3:00	COFFEE BREAK





3:00-4:00	TEACHER WORKSHOPS, session 4


	


Creating an Electronic Yearbook with Photoshop 6 and Flip Album, 7-12


This hands-on workshop introduces the basics of Photoshop 6 to build an actual electronic yearbook page. We’ll create a background, add a title, text and pictures as well as rearrange layers on our page. We will then explore the features and limitations of Flip-Album, the software used to complete the yearbook. Discussion topics include file types and extensions, reducing file sizes, scanning, hardware and software requirements, designing the layout of the yearbook, and setting a timeline. LEVENTE DEAK, International Schools Group-Jubail, Saudi Arabia





4:15-5:15	TEACHER WORKSHOPS, session 5





Designing a Classroom Web Site, All Levels


Have you always wanted to create a classroom web site, but you aren’t sure where to start? This workshop will give tips for setting up a site, developing instructional content and maintaining the site. This session is not for technology experts, but rather for teachers who want to use the internet as a teaching tool. JENNIFER FOSS & CHERIE CLARK-MOORE, The American School of Kuwait, Hawalli








7:30pm — SOCIAL EVENT at “CHAMPIONS”


Polat Renaissance Hotel — Please wear your nametags!








SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES


SUSAN BEASLEY is a Technology Support Specialist at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology (TJHSST). Prior to TJHSST, Ms Beasley was a Communications Technology Resource Teacher at an elementary school where she was in charge of a television studio. She has also taught first grade and preschool. Ms Beasley has a BS in Family and Childhood Education and a MEd in Curriculum and Instruction from Virginia Tech. She is also the creator and owner of PrimaryGames.com, a popular educational website for children ages 3-8.





BARBARA DENT has been teaching Spanish for 30 years in Fairfax County, VA, the most recent 20 at the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology. She fell in love with educational technology in the early 1990s, and took as many classes as she could to learn more. During the past six years, she has been a half-time Spanish teacher and half-time Educational Technology Training Specialist at TJ. She is responsible for training teachers to use various technologies and software programs (according to their needs) so they infuse technology into their own curricula. Four years ago Ms Dent was asked to serve as the team leader to develop a Spanish 1 course for Fairfax County Public Schools’ Online Campus (hosted by Blackboard.com). She is now in her third year as the instructor for the online course she helped to design and write. She also has participated in the JOSTI Conferences for the past several years and has conducted several workshops on the use of Blackboard. <Barbara.Dent@fcps.edu>





DOUG JOHNSON has been the Director of Media and Technology for the Mankato Public Schools since 1991 and has served as an adjunct faculty member of Minnesota State University, Mankato, since 1990. His teaching experience has included work in grades K-12 in the US and Saudi Arabia. He is the author of four books: The Indispensable Librarian, The Indispensable Teacher's Guide to Computer Skills, Teaching Right from Wrong in the Digital Age and Machines are the Easy Part; People are the Hard Part. His regular columns appear in Library Media Connection and Teacher magazines, plus articles in over 40 books and periodicals. Mr Johnson has conducted workshops and given presentations for over 130 organizations throughout the US as well as in Malaysia, Kenya, Thailand, Germany, Qatar, Canada, the UAE and Australia. He has also held a variety of leadership positions in state and national organizations, including the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) and AASL. dougj@doug-johnson.com, www.doug-johnson.com





JOHN JOSEPH has an inspiring story to tell. He left school at the age of 14 to undertake an apprenticeship in the building trade before returning to formal education and graduating from the University of South Australia with a masters degree in Mathematics and Science Education. After teaching at all school year levels he moved into teaching at universities in teacher education. Today, Mr Joseph works as a consultant in education. He has presented workshops and conferences to over 120,000 people across ten countries. His work on how the brain learns has made him an international speaking sensation.


<john.joseph@focuseducation.com.au>, www.focuseducation.com.au





IAN JUKES has been a teacher, administrator, writer, consultant, university instructor and keynote speaker. Mr Jukes has worked with clients in more than 20 countries and made more than 7,000 presentations. He's the author six books, nine educational series and has had more than 100 articles published in various journals. He also publishes a weekly on-line newsletter that is electronically distributed to more than 16,000 people in more than 60 countries. He believes there is a compelling need to restructure our educational institutions so they become relevant to the current and future needs of children. As a registered ‘educational evangelist’, his self-avowed mission in life is to ensure children are properly prepared for the future rather than society's past. <ijukes@mindspring.com>, <ianjukes@shaw.ca>, www.ianjukes.com





FRAN PROLMAN is an internationally recognized consultant specializing in educational leadership, school improvement and organizational development, as well as instructional strategies, communication skills and critical thinking.  Dr Prolman brings to NESA 27 years of educational experience as a teacher, staff developer, administrator, graduate level university instructor and published author. She is known for her depth of knowledge coupled with high energy and practical application of content. Dr Prolman earned her doctorate in teacher training and international education from George Washington University and a master’s degree in educational administration and curriculum and instruction from the University of Pennsylvania. She has twice been a Fulbright Scholar, in India and Israel. Over the last ten years, Dr Prolman has given numerous presentations and keynote speeches at state, national and international conferences, including The European Council for International Schools, The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, The Princeton University Principal’s Center and Columbia University Teachers’ College Study Council. <DrFranny@aol.com>





Based in Paris, RICHARD van de LAGEMAAT runs an educational consultancy firm called Inthinking (www.inthinking.co.uk) which seeks to promote critical thinking skills in international schools. With more than 20 years experience in international education, Dr van de Lagemaat has led workshops for schools and organizations in more than 30 countries. His forthcoming book, Theory of Knowledge (Cambridge University Press) is due out in April 2005. richardvl@inthinking.co.uk
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